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FromPastorTom Lacey

oCri s/ s! o

Thatds a word we have been hearing a | ot [of
0 ¢ r iwsdis Feguently invoked in motivational speaking? The usual explanation is that the
Chinese ideogram for crisis is made up of t
And so speakers and authors |i ke to say $o
opportunity for change and growth and a ¢h
letter/wordw @ioes roughly mean " pgdoesgatmecessdriymegaar o U s
oopportunity. 6 The wsdliteyply neeans precaripus maoriaeatt i on i s
pretty close approximation of crisis, and not necessarily one meant to suggest a double
possibilityl f youdre wonderi ng Igetswtaredyomecanhrione grlessi [k e
blame a President. When John F. Kennedy delivered a speech in Indianapolis on April 12, 1959,

he said, OWhen written in Chinese the wopgd
represents danger, and the other represents
an untold number of othergesd €ven used this idea to start off a seminary sermon in front of

my c¢cl assmates and professors. | guess | 0ye
We | | now hereds the thing. Just because fhi
what | mean. What | mean is that just beg¢au
t wo words to make up crisis, doesndt meamn t
possibility of a heck of a |l ot of truth. AN

can bring about a whole new way of looking at things. We know necessity is the mother of
invention; we should see crisis as the father of reinvention. A crisis requires us to think outside
of the box, and achieve beyond the customary. In this way, crisis can be a motivation to ex¢el.

This is exactly the attitude the church Council has taken. Like everyone else our stock portfglio

has taken a serious hit. Our offering income was down in 2008. In December alone, we recgived
$8,000 less than any December for the last twelve years. But we will not take this lying down.
We are in a fighting mood, and have made exciting, challenging, positive plans for the
immediate and longer term benefit of your church. Of course these will only come to life and
bring to life to our church when we invest our time and talent into them. With this in mind, the
Council has set the annual meeting, Sunday, March 15 after worship, as the time to unveil gur
going forward plans. Someone thought maybe we could call these plans our Extreme Churgh
Makeover. | will let you decide if these are extreme or not. | think they are simply top notch.

The Council and I warmly invite you to attend the meeting, hear about
the proposals, and even get on board. | promise that you will be proud of
what you accomplish for God and good, for Church and family, for your|
faith and our future.

Tom
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PULPIT SUBJECTS

S |

March 1
1st Sunday in Lent
Mark 8:3338

Communion

March 8
2nd Sunday in Lent
Mark 5:2534

March 15
3rd Sunday in Lent
Mark 7:2430

March 22
4th Sunday in Lent
Matthew 18:235

March 29
5th Sunday in Lent
Matthew 27:454

Stepping Up to Your Cross
Of course there are crosses and

was a huge one. Others have car
going to go there, but we all have a cross, our cross, or our
crosses to bear. Donoéftatlbastgr udge

for now. Make the most of it, and make the most of yourself
because of it. There may be more God in that cross than meets
the eye.

How Much Faith Is Enough?

oYour faith has made you well kB 6
have a |l ot of faith, and is tha:
whole lot, but even a little will do? Good questions. | hope you

come to hear the answers.

No Dogs Allowed

Jesus loves you, and everyone else, right? But in this story he

seems to want to exclude a woman merely on the basis of her
race/religion. She isndt Jewi sh
Not a very politically correct attitude, Jesus! What do we make

of this?

The Unforgivens

What if | refused to forgive someone for what they did to me

five, ten, or more years ago? Could happen. Maybe someone

does something heinous to someo
Now what? What does that person do, or perhaps they are no

longer alive? What does her or his family do with their feelings?
Forgiving is really important, but is it always possible?

Pre-Resurrection Resurrection?

Did you know that Jesus wasnot
right. In fact, Jesus had just died on the cross and other people
already started to be resurrect:
cross and these oOoOholy peopled w
tombs. Matthew is the one who reports this. Very interesting
stuff. Hope youdre here to hear
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