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From Pastor Tom Lacey

The Amber Tree

On Memorial Day Sunday, May 29, we will remember Amber Sue Wilson, Loretta
Wilson’s daughter, Jacob’s sister, and Kristina Lance’s niece.

On Sunday, May 31, 2009, Amber and her best friend, Kaitlin, died in a tragic accident by
carbon monoxide poisoning in Amber's house. Amber’s memorial service was held at our
church. Loretta is a member of our church. Many of us have lots of fond memories of
Amber in Sunday school and at youth group nights. She is remembered as a smiling,
happy, fun, kind, smart, active, and wonderful girl, daughter, sister, and niece. There are
many children and parents who miss Amber today.

In Amber’s memory, our Sunday, May 29th worship service will feature a special
musician or two. After church, we will bless in her memory a newly planted Hong Kong
Orchid tree and plaque placed at its base.

The Hong Kong Orchid tree is a beautiful, colorful, scented tree that grows to about
twenty-five feet. From a distance when blooming the tree is a mass of color. Up close, the
flowers resemble orchids or butterflies, and they range in color from yellow through pink
to deep purple. Our tree will be pink. With its unusual foliage and attention grabbing
flowers, the Amber tree will be the highlight of our front yard. I believe it will be a
wonderful symbol of sweet Amber’s life.

[ hope you make a special effort to attend this memorable Sunday service of worship, and
the blessing afterward.

As a way of participating in this special worship and blessing event, you are invited
to donate to the Amber tree, plaque, and worship service. Contribution forms will be
included in our May worship bulletins.

Any remainder will go toward our Children’s Education program and Sunday school.
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PULPIT SUBJECTS

May 1
2nd Sunday of Easter
John 20:19-31

Communion
First Communion

First Communion Luncheon
Celebration

May 8
3rd Sunday of Easter
Luke 24:36-48

Confirmation Sunday

May 15
4th Sunday of Easter
John 15:9-17

HS Baccalaureate Service &
Celebration

May 22
5th Sunday of Easter
Youth Sunday Worship Service

Teacher Appreciation Lunch

May 29
6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 17:22-32

Amber Wilson Memorial
Dedication

Hardcore Faith

Even if Easter has come and gone, we still need to keep the faith. So
important is faith, or should I say, belief, that John's whole gospel is built
on it. You need to have belief in order to be Christian. In order to have
belief, God needs to give you grace to believe. Pray to God for this grace.
Ask God to give you the gift of believing, and then see how your faith
grows.

Body Language

The Apostles' Creed talks about the resurrection of the body. Jesus
returned in bodily form. Christian faith is Jewish, not Greek, based. We
believe God created matter, the universe, earth, and our bodies, and they
were/are good. So keep your faith real. It's about the body too.

Friends not Optional

Too many people get themselves onto their own island and forget about
others. Having friends matters. Not being alone is important. Keep an
open mind and heart toward new people. Find your way back to ex-
friends. Having friends is not optional; they're necessary.

Symbols of the Cross
Please come and enjoy the worship service with our Sunday school as they
present "Symbols of the Cross." This a perfect story as we continue
through the Easter season. Because of Christ's death and resurrection,
God's mercy reaches out to us through his Son. But what a path our
Savior walked, and what a price He paid as He carried out God's will on
our behalf. The many symbols of the cross bear witness to His
tremendous and everlasting love for all humankind.

On Greek Gods and Growth

Paul was the first to try to take the gospel to a new non Jewish audience.
He had to adapt the message to fit the cultural norms of the people to
whom he was speaking. He was a genius at it. Ever since then Christians
are faced with the question of whether or not to stay the same or adapt;
stay the same and watch the flock shrink, or adapt to a new day and grow.
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All About Church Activities

Women's Fundraiser Luncheon, April 10th
Fellowship : 11
Fashion
Show,
April 2nd

Above:
Volunteers
made this
all possible;
Phyllis
Short, Ruth
Hawkins,
Helen
Huckabee,
Grayce
Esposito
and
Jeanette
Stevens

Volunteers for the Relay for Life fundraiser raised $674 for
American Cancer Society!

o

Models showed off the fashions!
(Audrey Eisnor, Mary Rivollier, Helen
Goldberg, Rose Breakell and Loraine Folino

The Queen i, “&T
of Sweden The youth did their part too!
Visits = '

April 3rd

APl
bl

Above: Queen Silvia of
Sweden visits the Swedish
Church.

AtRight: Royal Princess
Madeleine takes a rare photo
with the Lacey children.
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Easter Sunday
April 24th

He Is Risen
Indeed!

Above: Rev.
Lacey leads the
charge for the
Egg Hunt!

Left: Liani Arce
performed the
Liturgical Dance
during worship.

Right: Children’s
Choir began the
Easter service |[§*
with Lord, / Lift

High!
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All About Church Happenings

2011 Vision Ministry Team Members

OFFICERS

Moderator, Sarah Hugus
Clerk, Denise Dickison
Treasurer, Joan Longo

SUNDAY EXPERIENCE MINISTRY

Worship Team Leader: Rev. Misti Johnson-Arce;
Members: Cathy Lee, Aram Marashlian, Winston
Christian, Julio Arce, Tamara Pope, John Bird, Peter
Guilfu, Patti Jourdin, Audrey Eisnor, Cindy Byno

Deacons Team Co-Leaders: Mary Jane Christman & Joe
Cogley; Members: Valerie Ary, John Bird, Larry
Breakell, Rose Breakell, Barry Donovan, Grayce
Esposito, Judie Filmer, Mayra Filmer, Michael,
Filmer, Courtney Lacey, Tamara Pope, Linda Rosson,
Barry Rosson, Don Wagner and Dorothy Ward

Hospitality Team Leaders: Newt Fuller, Sue Moser, Nest
Jones; Members: Norm Codo, Eleanor Magee, Mary
Dorst, Hugh Stein, John & Nancy Miller

LIVING OUR CHRISTIANITY MINISTRY

Children's Education Team Leader: Pete Guilfu;
Members: Nilu Jimenez Ross, Denise Dickison, Kim
Smith, Dr. Jennifer Harper, Marit Lacey, Leanne
Guilfu, Nest Jones, Juliet Heynen

Adult Education Team Leader: Rev. Julio Arce;
Members: Rev. Vardell Swett, Rev. Carl Flemister,

Missions Team Leader: Lori Swett

Member Care Team Leader: Vacant

Called to Serve Team Leader: Vacant

CHURCH RESOURCES MINISTRY

Finance Team Leader: John DiPrato; Members: Hugh
Stein, Jim Ary, Lee Rivollier, Norm Codo, Audrey
Eisnor

Property Team Leader: Larry Breakell; Members: Brian

Fisher, Barry Donovan, Mary Rivollier, Victor Ivy, Helen

Goldberg, Larry Lacey

Public Relations Team Leader: Brenda Johnson

Stewardship Team Leader: Vacant

You are welcome to join a team anytime -- just talk to the leader!

Stewardship Team is seeking
creative, visionary, fun-filled
Team Leader to work with
motivated assistant. Tasks:
Recruitment of team members,
design of motivational program to
stimulate dedication of our
church's time, talent and treasure
resources. Exciting opportunity.
Unlimited potential for success/fulfillment. Contact
Brenda Johnson at 954.376.3674 for more information.

~

Mission projects idea meeting, Wednesday, May 4th,
7:00 p.m. Tracy Martin, Director of Christian Education,
and Lori Swett, Mission Team Leader, we will plan youth
service & other mission projects for the upcoming church
school year. We would like these projects to 1nclude all
ages. We welcome new ideas and i
invite anyone interested to attend.
Tracy's house, 22161 Martella
Ave. Boca Raton 33433. If you
have any questions please contact =¥ 4
Tracy 561.716.3670 or Lori ~
561.445.5070. B |

Hospitality Committee News. New
visitors to the church now wear red
% and white nametags. Please look
5 out for these people and be sure to

. "/ welcome them ,this could be their
ﬁrst visit. Let's make it a warm,, memorable
congregational one so it won't be their last. A kind word
goes a long way, especially when someone is new to the
area!

Worship Team News. I extend are heartfelt thanks to all
of the people who have assisted with worship in April
through liturgical readings, music or other forms of artistic
expression, including Cathy Lee, Aram Marashlian,
Winston Christian, Julio Arce, Tamara Pope, John Bird,
Peter Guilfu, Chloe Borchers, Patti Jourdin, Audrey
Eisnor, Choir and Boca Bells, children who sang or waved
palms, LuAnne Leone and Nick Wurster & special guests
Laura Sue and Liani Arce.

Thank you for being open to some new things in worship.
We hope to have an exciting worship for youth Sunday
and another special worship for Pentecost.

Cindy Byno, Lily Lamas and I would also like to thank the
numerous people who volunteered to help us host the
annual UCC conference on April 30th. We are most
grateful for your time and efforts! Good teamwork
produces great things. Misti
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More About Church Happenings

Adult Education Team update!
THE NEED TO GROW

A Peruvian friend in Denver, who helped us start a
Hispanic church back in the early 1980s, once said
something I’ll never forget. “I’ve always had the need to
grow spiritually,” he said calmly. I liked that. It summed
up everything wise and spiritual... the NEED to grow.

It expresses deep feelings, an open mind, and earnest
commitment. It speaks of a mounting love for God, along
with friendship and communion with others. It voices a
hunger for spiritual qualities and realities, and it senses an
inward spiritual lack that needs to be nurtured — with
hope!

Spirituality is action and not just knowledge. But it must
have knowledge too. That is why we have scriptures,
creeds, sermons, liturgy, lyrics and Christian education on
all levels. The Jews marveled at Jesus’ learning believing
he had never studied. But Jesus and all spiritual people
have always studied. They have always had the need to
grow spiritually.

What about you? Not interested? No time for studying
with others, or too tired after a hard day? Lost that
connection, that feeling... that insight of NEEDING to
grow spiritually? Maybe we can help. Come join us for a
study on Jesus and spirituality coming very soon. This
will be the first of many Christian adult classes for the
year. This class will be a six week class. More details
about when and where will be given in the bulletin. Rev.
Julio Arce. “Oh, how I love Thy Law!” -Ps. 119:27

On April 16th, Brenda Johnson hosted a short retreat
for several people from the church. Saturday's retreat
was certainly a "Treat". Brenda outdid herself and did a
fantastic job! All who attended will agree that we would
love for her to lead a series of these retreats as she barely
scratched the surface in those few short hours.

I was blessed to share the morning with an amazing group
of women of all ages and backgrounds and feel we all
learned so much from listening to each other’s
experiences, dreams and aspirations. Brenda inspired
each of us to dig deep within and encouraged us with her
plans for self growth. It certainly was a fun learning,
moving experience that flew by all too quickly. I
personally did not want the morning to end and can't
believe she will be away all Summer. She's left

us wanting more! To everyone who missed it - sign up
early for the next one it will fill up fast. It was Fabulous!
Thank you Brenda! Nest Jones.

In late March several members attended Family
Promise volunteer training: Lori Swett, Linda Rosson,
Matt Rosson, Rev. Julio Arce, and Sarah Hugus. These
people are interested in filling in where different hosting
and supporting congregations may have open volunteer
spots in their schedules, and at the Day center in Delray
Beach. Linda and son Matt have already been helping out
with a variety of duties at the day center. Sarah filled in at
the day center for a couple of hours one Sunday afternoon
and as an overnight host at the Grace Community Church
location. Other needs may involve providing an
occasional dinner for 14 or less. There is also a need for
van drivers for various short shifts. If this type of serving
sounds interesting to you, please see Mission Team
Leader Lori Swett or one of the other trained volunteers.
This is a very well-tested and successful organization that
helps families in need. More information may be learned
at http://www.familypromiseofsouthpalmbeach.org

BE PART OF GENERAL SYNOD 28 in Tampa!

As most of you already know, the Florida Conference is
hosting General Synod in Tampa, July 1-5.

Be a part of this as a Synod volunteer. Volunteers are
asked to commit to one or more four-hour shifts.
Everyone who attends Synod must register and pay a
registration fee. The fee for a volunteer is $100 (50% of
the regular registration fee and entitles you to attend all
activities and events, except those that are only open to
delegates). You will find volunteer opportunities listed
on the registration site (see below).

Thousands of cookies will also be needed and churches
will be receiving information about how they can share
the love by baking cookies!

How do I volunteer? To begin the process, go to the
Florida Conference website, www.uccfla.org & follow
the instructions. Once you have signed up, you will be
contacted with further information. If you do not have
access to a computer, please call Jo Pritchett, Synod
Volunteer Coordinator, at 386.626.3378.

POSSIBLE

GOD IS STILL SPEAKING.
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All About Our Children
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\ Confirmation
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Confirmation Blessing Service, May 8th for our middle
school youth. Please welcome our youth as they become
members of our congregation. Thank you to Nilu
Jimenez-Ross and Gary Martin for leading our
confirmands in a year long study of thought provoking
topics; Who wrote the Bible? Is the Holy Spirit a person
or wind or fire? Why does God let bad things happen?
Join us for cake to and meet the confirmands after
worship!

BACCAIAUREATE
Baccalaureate Service, May 15th. During worship we
will be honoring three graduating high school students:
Mary Srabian will attend Palm Beach State College, Kiva
Ebert will attend University of Florida and Samantha
Martin will attend Florida Gulf Coast University. We wish

our graduates the best of luck in their future endeavors!
Join us for cake and meet the graduates after worship!

Pizza Dinner and Youth Sunday
Rehearsal, Thursday, May 19, 6:00
p-m.! All participants in our youth
service are invited to attend our one
and only complete rehearsal. Enjoy a
pizza dinner before we practice
singing, dancing and speaking our
lines. Contact Tracy for more details 488-3899 or
garyrmartin(@yahoo.com.

The Annual Youth Sunday Worship Service, May
22nd. Please come and enjoy the worship service with our
Sunday school as they present "Symbols of the

Cross." This a perfect story as we continue through th
Easter season. Because of Christ's death y -
and resurrection, God's mercy reaches out .
to us through his Son. But what a path
our Savior walked, and what a price He
paid as He carried out God's will on our
behalf. The many symbols of the cross
bear witness to His tremendous and
everlasting love for all humankind.

Christian Education Appreciation
Luncheon, May 22nd immediately
following worship service. All Sunday
school volunteers and family members are
invited to celebrate the conclusion of
another wonderful year!

Summer One-room Schoolhouse

Summer is coming! You've probably noticed the
weather heating up!

During the summer months we want to continue programs
for our children and youth. Nursery age (birth through 3
years) have an exciting nursery space in which to play and
socialize. For our 4-year-olds through 5th grade, it is our
tradition to offer a "one room schoolhouse" with an
informal and relaxed atmosphere. Art projects, games, and
wholesome videos will be a fun way for our youth to keep
connected during the school break. Having "antsy"
children occupied will allow parents to also keep
connected and attend worship regularly.

Our group of 20 dedicated Sunday
School teachers certainly have earned
summer vacation, so we are
requesting that other men, women,
and teenagers who are willing to
serve please volunteer your time to
oversee the children during the
summer. With sufficient numbers,
you may only be asked to help on two |
Sundays out of the summer.

Please see Sarah Hugus to offer your help, and give

your available dates. If you prefer to work as a team with
another adult or teen, that would be great! We also need to
know if you prefer the older or younger age group. Sign
up sheets will also be available soon! Serve your church
this summer!
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Gettlng to Know Rose & Larry Breakell

Rose & Larry Breakell

Rose grew up in West Springfield, MA. Was married and
had two children, Frank & Julie. Prior to retiring Rose
spent many years of her professional life as office
manager at Wheaton College in Norton, MA.

Larry grew up in Rockport, MA. Owned the largest
indoor boarding kennel South of Boston for over 35 years
in Norton, MA, Sutter Creek Kennel.

Larry & Rose met in Norton and were married soon after
by their local Congregational Church Minister at their
home in a beautiful outdoor June ceremony. They both
have been members of The Congregational Church for
many years. They have three grandchildren Catie, Bella &
Jake, whom will always be the loves of their lives!

Larry’s family retired to Boca in 1970. Being semi-
retired, both had spent several winters in Boca prior to
purchasing a home. They fully retired and moved here
almost 10 years ago.

Rose has been an accomplished artist for many years
doing countless commissions. She resides over a Book
Club she founded called “The Boca Bookies.” Rose is
very active in Silver Sneakers at Michael’s Fitness Center
being the Aerobics Secretary. She belongs to a luncheon
group that meet monthly to enjoy Boca’s finest
restaurants. Last, but NOT least she is a volunteer in the
Church Office, is a Deacon and helping to plan the
Thanksgiving Festival!

Larry raised Golden Retrievers for many years. Having
the Top Golden in the country in 1970. He was an avid
golfer until retiring. For the past several years he has
enjoyed playing Senior Softball. At present he is also a
Deacon at the church along with Property Team Leader.

Until recently they enjoyed traveling. Spending many
vacations on various Caribbean Islands along with
summer travels through Europe. Their favorite has always
been The Russian Boat Trip down the Volga River. Both
enjoy the beach and gardening when they can find time.
Over the years they have attended several Foreign Film
Gatherings in the Boca area. Their true love are two pets,
Sage, a Golden Retriever from the Miami Golden Rescue,
and Wiccan, a mostly blind Bombay Cat rescued from
Nine Lives Cat Shelter.

Rose with her grandchildren, Catie & Bella
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All About Events &

News

o Women’s Fellowship Salad
wo! oo =9

Women’s Fellowship for the final

event of the season. Bring a salad to

Wl‘?ﬂ? s Fellowshtp share, coffee and dessert will be
provided. Please sign up in the Rosser Room.

B.C.E.O. (Boca Christians Eating Out)
meets every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. for
K dinner and conversation. Details and
| directions can always be found in the

BEJ'(.{J ( hnmum
Eating Out

join us so we may reserve a table for the
appropriate number of friends. Call the church office
anytime before Wednesday if you decide you would like
to join us.

Friday Prayer Fellowship & Bible Study meets at
10:00 a.m. in the Rosser Room. Please come and join us;

Luncheon, May 11th, 12 p.m. Join

Rosser room each week. Please sign up to ||

Condolences to the family of Skye Bergeron,
grandson of Mayra & Michael Filmer.

Condolences to the family of Claire Dorst,
husband of longtime member, Mary Dorst.

Claire Dorst's memorial will be Saturday,
May 21st at 11 a.m. It will be held in the
Schmidt Gallery on the FAU campus in the
Arts & Humanities building. There will some
of Claire’s paintings on easels in the hall
outside the museum.

Condolences to the family of Erma Vance who
died on Easter. She just turned 101 on April 19.

it is a wonderful time for fellowship and sharing our faith. -

We will begin our study again using the Upper Room
daily devotional as our guide.

Please call John Bird or Elizabeth 71 S
Ehlers if you have any questions. p=r (D

“.99" Prayer Request forms can be found in
%( wests v, pews or on the table near the front
i door. We love to know your joys, concerns and

prayers. Please feel free to fill one out if you have
a special prayer you would like the pastor to know about.

Are you interested in planning and
participating in special programs for
the 60+ generations? A small group

. has begun to plan and would appreciate
ideas from other members and friends.
The Reverend Linn Possell from our

this. Please sign up in Rosser Room.

Are you interested in attending General Synod in
Tampa? Lake Worth United Church of Christ is
chartering a bus for a one-day trip to Tampa for the 28th
General Synod in early July. If you would like more
information, we will plan information sessions in the near

future. There also is a DVD

that shows scenes from
GOD IS STILL SPEAKING.

previous Synod meetings that
you may like to view. Please
sign up in the Rosser Room, or
speak with Sarah Hugus.

Florida Conference offered to help with

\\

4 Hey Snow Birds! It’s about that time!
@v‘“/{ Please call the church office and let us know

A
SNO\%RDS when you have gone or plan to go back up

North so we can stay in touch! We will truly
miss you and look forward to seeing you soon!

Communication with the Congregation! Please notify
the church office when you have returned from up
North! As an ongoing effort to keep communication
open, please notify the office of any address (postal or e-
mail) and phone number changes. Thank you to all who
have already updated this information. Send emails to
office@churchofboca.org or call 561.395.9255.

< Summer Vantage articles & pictures
J/ needed by Wednesday, May 18th so
we can get it done before Memorial
Day! Please email to
office@churchofboca.org your articles,
announcements and pictures for church
events anytime before that date!.

letter
‘g%adlm

Please feel free to call the church at 561.395.9255, if you
need anything at all!

&Shannon gPeterson
Church Administrator
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Congregational Church of Boca Raton

Address: 251 SW 4th Avenue
Boca Raton, Florida 33432
Phone: 561.395.9255

e-mail: office@churchofboca.org
Fax: 561.395.6409
Web site: www.churchofboca.org

Pastor: Tom Lacey (Home: 561.381.5222 , Cell: 561 306.5208)
Church Moderator: Sarah Hugus (Home: 561.338.4207)

Staff

Administrator:
Shannon Peterson
Music Ministry Director:
Lu Anne Leone
Organist: Nicholas R. Wurster
Children’s Ministry Director:
Tracy Martin
Section Leaders:
Kevin Newell, Tenor
Robert Todd, Bass & Pianist
Sexton:
Dan Morrison
Sound:
Wendell Jackson
Music Volunteers
Chancel Choir Members
Boca Bells Members
Elsie Rice, Pianist
Marit Lacey, Children’s Choir

dweyg
SSB[D) ISIT,]

Volunteers

Flower Coordinator: Bonnie Tust

Storytellers: Rev. Misti Johnson-Arce

Office Helpers: Eleanor Magee, Grayce Esposito,
Rose Breakell

Newsletter: Grayce Esposito, Nancy Hindle,
Jeanette Stevens, Rose Breakell, Ruth Hawkins,
Eleanor Butler, Audrey Eisnor

Sunday School Teachers
Nursery: Carla Borchers, Sarah Hugus, Victoria
McGovern, Betsy Beasley, Sarah Doty
Preschool: Courtney Lacey, Leanne Guilfu, Marit
Lacey, Mary & Jennifer Srabian, Sandra Price
K-2: Peter Guilfu, Denise Dickison, Juliet
Heynen, Debbie Garland, Ingrid Barrios
Grades 3-5: Tony Borchers, Patti Jourdin, Nest
Jones
Middle: Gary Martin, Nilu Jimenez-Ross, Tracy
Martin

ZEPEE T4 NOLVY VOO4d
AAV HLINOA MS IST

(LSIITHD 40 HOINHD dA.LINN)
NOLVY VD04

A0 HOUNHD TVNOILVOTIADNOD



